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III. Of the Motion of the Stomach, obfervdm 
in a Dog> in July,, 1685. By Dr. Chri- 
ftopher Pitt. 

§ 1. A Natomifts in their Defcnptiort of Man's Body, 
jT\ tho' they fometimes Make mention of the 
Motion of the Stomach, (as in Vomiting and in convey- 
ing the Meat that is Digefted in the Stomach into the 
Inteftines) yet giving no particular Description of it 
from the Teftimony of Sight, I hope it will be no ways 
impertinent in me to give an Account of it, as it ap~ 
pear'd to me in ths DiflecTrion of a Dog, in July, 
1685-. 

§ z. In this Dog I obfe-rved that the Pcriftaitick Mo- 
tion of the Guts was continued thro' the Stomach ; the 
Pylorus (that ufually appears, after opening the Dog, as 
high as the Diaphragm) being in every waving brought 
below the very Bottom of the Stomach, I could mani- 
feftly obferve a Conftriction in the middle of the Sto- 
mach, at every Motion Downward, pafling it in fo as 
to be able to comprefe what was contained in hs Cavity, 
And thefe Motions were ss regular and orderly as ever I 
faw it in the Guts j and appeared for a long time toge- 
ther,* Co that I could the more diligently make my Ob- 
servations. 

$3.1 have feen the Motion of the Stomach in Two 
or Three that I have differed fince, io that one may 
fafely conclude it holds true in all. 

§ 4. I iuppofe the Reafon that it appear'd Co mani- 
feftly and long in theFirft Dog, was because his Stomach 
being extreamly full, put the Fibres upon fome Stretch $ 
fo that they (a? all fuch Bodies do) endeavour'd by their 
Motion to rsllore themfeives to their former Pofition, 
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And I am apt to believe that this is one of the main 
Caufes of the Motion of the Stomach and Guts, and that 
they feldom move but when they have (bmething in 
their Cavity to diftend their Fibres. But i'ii not be too 
bold to make fuch Deductions till farther Tryals make it 
appear true or falfe. 

§ 5. The Motion of the Stomach being after this man- 
ner, may give us a clearer Account of the Quicknefs of 
the Diftribution of the Nourifhment, than any way 
I can find that Authors give us : the Meat being no foot- 
er opened by the Spittle and Liquor that we take in, than 
that it has a free Motion by the Defcent of the Pylorus 
into the Inteftines, which is almoft fleno Tlumtne^ from 
the Compreffion in the Middle of the Stomach. 



IV. fart of a Letter from Mr. Edw. Lhwyd 
to Dr. Martin Lifter, Fell of the Coll. of 
Fhyf. and K. S. concerning fever a I regularly 
Figured Stones lately found by bint* 

I Should have troubled you with feme fort of Account 
of our Travels; which, as you'll find by the inclofed 
Draughts of figured Stones, has been tolerably fuccef- 
ful. The 8, 9, and 15-th we found near the Lhan Deile 
in Caermardhinjhire ; the 11, 13 17, 19. on the Sea- 
vern Shore in Gloceflerjbire ; the 14th at Gold Cliff in 
Monmouth fhire ; and all the reft in the Ifle of Caldey, m 
this County. The 15th whereof we found great Plenty, 
muft doubt le r s be referred to the Sceleton of fome flat 
Filh; the 8th and 9th I know not at all what to make 
of : the red are Modioli or Fertehne of Sea Stars ; for I 
have been long fince fully fatisfied that all forts o( £«- 
trochi and After ice muft be refer'd thither 5 not that I con- 
clude 



